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What is GSIM? 
  

The GSIM project is an information-management system to support the academic, operational, and 

reporting needs of the Graduate School (GS) and the Universityôs advanced-degree programs. While Banner 

provides a way of tracking the present of a student GSIM will allow the Graduate School to look at the future of 

Graduate Students.  The census information generated by GSIM will increase the GSôs ability to communicate 

effectively with graduate programs regarding their current students and applicants.  For current students, the GS 

will be able track academic standing and progress (or milestones, which vary by program), funding 

commitments, and other significant student events (admission to candidacy, leaves, graduation, etc).  

Most of the data in this system will come from and return to Banner. Some information will be stored 

within the system itself, such as projected appointments.  The aggregation of this data into a single system will 

allow the GS and all graduate programs to oversee more effectively the academic progress of graduate students, 

as it will make explicit and transparent the connection between academic progress and funding. Operationally, it 

will also allow the GS to model and predict program-specific and overall student support budgets for the first 

time.  

How do I get access to GSIM? 
 

 In order to receive access to GSIM you must be a Brown Employee and submit a correctly filled out 

GS01 form to the Graduate School.  The form can be found on the Graduate School website here 

http://gradschool.brown.edu/go/directorsgrad.  The DGS of the Graduate Program that you want to view, or the 

Chair of the Department that hosts that Program must sign the form.  Forms will be processed as quickly as 

possible.   

 Please remember that if someone changes their position within Brown that they will keep their access to 

GSIM until the Graduate School is notified to disable their access.  The same GS01 can be used. 

Logging into GSIM 
 

 If you already have access to Self Service Banner (SSB) than logging into GSIM is easy.  You already 

have access if you are a Student Advisor or a Faculty member.  If you have never logged into SSB before the 

screen shots that follow will show you how to get in.  First from www.brown.edu click on the link titled Banner 

Web.  It is circled in yellow in Figure 1.  Then click on the link for ñEnter Secure Areaò circled in red in Figure 

2.  This will bring to a login screen.  Enter your Brown username (jsmith) and your network password then click 

on ñLoginò.  This screen is shown in Figure 3.  You may be asked to enter a security question and answer (not 

shown).  If so just fill in the information and select Continue. 

 You should now be logged into SSB.  The link to access GSIM can be found at the bottom of the main 

menu.  If you are not an advisor or Faculty member you will only see the link to GSIM (Figure 4). 

 

http://gradschool.brown.edu/go/directorsgrad
http://www.brown.edu/
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Figure 1: The Brown main webpage with link to SSB circled 

 

 
Figure 2: entering secure SSB 
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Figure 3: the SSB login screen 

 

 
Figure 4: SSB Main menu with only GSIM access 

The main menu items  
 

 Now that we are in SSB go ahead and click on the link to access GSIM.  You will now see the main 

menu in Figure 5.  I will briefly describe what each link does and then go into more detail in the appropriate 

section of this document. 

 Just below the brown bar on the upper right youôll see 4 links.  These are the same on every page 

throughout SSB and GSIM.  Main Menu brings you back to the main SSB menu.  Site Map shows you the SSB 

site map.  Help will bring up the SSB help files.  Exit will log you off of SSB. 
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 Below the words GSIM Census Menu you will find the links to various GSIM pages. These links and a 

short description are: 

Select Term and Program This is where you can set your options for what group 

of students you see 

Display Student List This displays the group of students for the Term and 

Program selected.  Clicking here first will bring you to 

the Select Term screen. 

Progress Evaluations This is the mass update screen to set the Progress 

Evaluation for the selected Term and Program 

Academic Events This is the mass update screen to enter Academic 

Events for the selected Term and Program 

Assign New Primary Advisor This mass update screen lets you set the Primary 

Advisor for the selected Term and Program 

Assign Advisor This mass update screen lets you set any advisor type 

for the selected Term and Program and lets you set 

non-primary advisors 

Select Year and Program This is where you can set the Academic Year and 

Program for appointment data 

Appointment Data Where you can enter projected appointments for a 

Program and Academic year or view real 

appointments for past Academic years. 

 

 
Figure 5: GSIM Main Menu  
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Displaying the student List  
 

 Clicking on the Display Student List will bring you to the Term and Program Selection, if you have not 

previously selected the Term and Program. Since Banner is driven by Terms many of the values we will be 

displaying or updating in GSIM are Term dependant.  The Term selection screen is shown in Figure 6 and 

examples of the values in the drop downs are in Figures 7 and 8.  The Term selection goes back to the Summer 

of 2007 and will default to the current Term.  Although all Users will have an óAllô option that only means all 

the Programs that they have been given access to.  In Figure 8 it shows someone who has access to every 

Program. 

 
Figure 6: the Term and Program Selection screen 

 

 
Figure 7: an example of the available terms 
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Figure 8: an example of Program selection 

 

 Now that we have selected the Term and Program that we wish to see click the button and it will bring 

up the Student list.  The list is displayed in Figure 9 and I will talk here about each field beginning at the top 

below the words GSIM Student List and then moving from left to right.  Firstly in the middle of the screen it 

displays the Term you selected.  For the Student list each Program will be listed separately in their own table, if 

you chose óAllô.  The fields displayed are: 

Banner ID This is the studentôs Banner ID 

YIP Year in Program: a calculation of a studentôs active 

Fall and Spring semesters divided by 2 

Student Name The studentôs name, Last, First then Middle Initial.  

This is also a link to the Student Detail Screen. 

Status A studentôs status in Banner, for example Active or on 

Leave. 

Appointment If this field is in Bold and Italics this is the actual 

appointment entered into Banner.  If not this is the 

projected appointment. 

Progress Evaluation Is the Student making good progress towards their 

degree 

Primary Advisor  The Primary Advisor to a student.  This name is what 

the student sees when they log into their portion of 

SSB 

 At the bottom of page you will find two links.  GSIM Census Menu returns you to the main GSIM 

menu.  Select Term/Program returns you to the Term Selection screen so you can change your choices. 
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Figure 9: a sample Student List 

 

Displaying Student details  
 

 When you click on a Studentôs name in the Student Display list you go to a page with more detailed 

information about that student.  An example is shown in Figures 10 and 11.  The top part of what is displayed is 

information we felt would be useful for Programs to know.  The lower part is broken out into sections that both 

display information and allow you to update it for this particular student.  Since those are covered in detail in 

their own sections I am going to focus on the displayed information at the top.   

As you can see in Figure 10 it starts with the Student name in Last, First Middle format.  Then the 

Degree the student is attempting and finally the Term you selected.  The second line has the Banner ID then the 

Program Description and then a link to the student transcript.  This link will only function correctly if you are 

one of the Studentôs Advisors.  The other fields and descriptions are listed in this table. 

 

Status The term the current Student Status began 

Enrollment Status  

Exp Grad Term Expected Graduation Term, for PHD Programs this 

defaults to 5 years and is then moved out by the 

Registrarôs Office 

Year in Program Calculated year in Program, same as on the Student 

Display list 

Enrollment Units The number of Enrollment Units the Student has 

accrued 

Degree Pending? Does the Student have a pending degree record in 

Banner, a Yes or No value 

Entry Term  The Studentôs first term 
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# of Inactive Sem How many inactive Fall or Spring semesters a student 

has had 

# of Summers Supported How many summer terms that were supported by the 

Graduate School 

Credits How many Academic Credits has the student accrued 

Gender The studentôs Gender 

US Citz? Is the student a US citizen, values are Yes, No or 

Permanent Resident 

Ethn The ethnicity of the student, International students 

default to International 

Race For use under the upcoming Federal Changes to Race 

and Ethnicity report. 

 

 

 
Figure 10: the top half of the Student Detail 
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Figure 11: the bottom half at the Student Detail 

Updating Student Progress Evaluation  
 Focusing now on the various updates possible from the Student Detail let us look at Student Progress 

Evaluation.  The Studentôs Progress is indicated in full on the Student Detail screen circled in red in Figured 12.   

There will be a record for every active semester the student.  Since we are just beginning to record this everyone 

will only have values starting will Fall 2008.   
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Figure 12: Updating Progress Evaluation in the Student Detail 

 

 You can access the update screen by clicking on the words Progress Evaluation at the top of that section.  

The update screen lets you set the Progress Evaluation for the Term selected originally.  There are three values, 

Good, Satisfactory and Warning.  These are color coded to indicate the severity of the status.  A Studentôs 

Progress is based on prior terms performance, not the current term.  For example my conduct in Spring of 2008 

is reflected in my Progress Evaluation for Fall 2008.  You can enter or change the Progress Evaluation up to the 

start of a term.  After that point you can only add Progress evaluations, not change them, and only for a couple 

of weeks into the Term.  There is one exception however, once a student has a progress evaluation of Warning it 

cannot be changed via GSIM.  This is due to the seriousness of being on warning for the student and the fact 

that the student needs to be notified in writing of this condition.  If you place someone in Warning by mistake 

the Graduate School can correct that. 

 Figure 13 shows you what the page looks like.  You can set the Progress Evaluation and hit óSubmitô to 

save.  Clicking the óReturn to Student Detailô will bring you back without saving changes.  When you hit submit 

you will first go to a confirmation page saying your change was saved.  From there you can return to the 

Student Detail Page or the Progress Evaluation Page. 


